594             FRIENDS AND POEMS

TO JOSEPH CAETLAND.

4th mo., 1874.

Have you read Augustine Jones's discourse ?
It seems to me he has done remarkably well. He
has given in concise form the distinctive doctrines
and testimonies of Friends. But those who wish to
have it understood that Quakerism differs in no
respect from Methodism and other so-called Evan-
gelical sects are bitter against it. I have had,
within the last month, visits from several Orthodox
clergymen, two of whom I took with me to meeting**
I found their ideal of Friends not quite satisfied.
They want the old quiet and plainness. One of
them said, " "We need to come towards you, but you
seem disposed to come to us." I was very sorry
to miss seeing cousin Mary E. and her sister when
they called at the hotel. " Ehoda " l is regarded
justly as a very promising story, and is to be pub-
lished in book form, and will be quite popular, I
am sure.

TO W.  D.  HOWELLS.

1874.

The poem [" A Sea Dream "] which I had on
hand for the January number, on a careful re-peru-
sal strikes me as one that the world can do without.
It is more faultless in rhythm and construction
than my ordinary style of pieces, but it lacks
"excuse for being." I therefore send thee a
rhymed epistle [" The Golden Wedding of Long-
wood " ] on the occasion of the golden wedding of
some old friends of mine in Kennett, Pa., in

1 Ehoda Thornton was a story then recently published, of which
Whittier's cousin, Mary E. Pratt, was the author.